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Advent

Advent begins with a call to vigilance. « Be watchful! Be alert! » (Mark
13: 33). Being vigilant also means to be prepared. The advent season is a
reminder to prepare our hearts, as well as our homes, to celebrate the birth of
our Saviour. This year has brought a plethora of burdens and stress to all of us
as we navigate the pandemic. Sometimes the daily public health update is
scary and the way to normalcy is unclear. Covid19 has not only been a global
pandemic, and public health crisis, but has had signiIicant economic impact on
people everywhere. Your donations to the St Vincent de Paul Food Bank will
help many during these stressful times. The parish is also struggling and in
need of your Sunday donations. We cannot let our guard down during this
Christmas season as we continue to hope for a return to what was before
covid.
Yvette d’Entremont
Acting President

List of Recipients of Incremental Service Pins for 2019 and 2020
2019 Mrs Rollande Paquette
2019 Mrs Kathleen Oswald
2019 Myrla Fitzpatrick
2019 Mrs Norma Belanger
2019 Mrs Patricia Black
2019 Mrs Elisabetta Chiodo
2019 Mrs Johanna Hinkley
2019 Mrs Judy Horban
2019 Claire Kawulok
2019 Mrs Debbie Yaremovich
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2019 Sharon Roshko
2019 Mrs Bea Spatafora
2019 Sandy Bergin
2019 Mrs Gayle Nicholson
2019 Mrs Judy Roy
2019 Janice Brecht
2019 Mrs Stephanie Lehr
2019 Nancy Stepney
2019 Therese Swityk
2019 Juliette Vizza
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2020 Mrs Teresa Cartmell
2020 Mrs Genevieve Castiday
2020 Mrs Pat Duncan
2020 Mrs Catherine Michael
2020 Mrs Rachelle Pouliot
2020 Mrs Janice Stalker
2020 Mrs Betty Storoschuk
2020 Mrs Jacqueline Cuerrier
2020 Cecilia Zdunich
2020 Lily Anderson
2020 Mrs Olive Byer
2020 Mrs Evelyn Radostits
2020 Mrs Rose Trudeau
2020 Mrs Denise Zubick
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2020 Louise Despins
2020 Debbie Dixon
2020 Mary Leuwer
2020 Faye Tkachuk
2020 Maria De Benedetto
2020 Betty Dixon
2020 Vicki Lindsay
2020 Barb Roth
2020 Mary Ziska
2020 Dr Yvette d’Entremont
2020 Rose Hearn
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2021 CWL Membership fees
Thank you to those who have already paid their 2021 membership fees.
Your membership fees can be paid in a number of ways. Please refer to
the last Newsletter.

Adopt-a-Seminarian
The "Adopt-a-Seminarian" program was launched to provide prayer and encouragement
to seminarians. St Charles CWL has been matched with Martin Kaguima. We delivered
a Christmas present to Martin, and took his picture. He also kindly provided us with a
biography.

Hello. I am Martin. I was born and raised in Nairobi,Kenya, Africa. Nairobi is the capital
City of Kenya and it has a population of about 5 million people, it is also the hub of the
East African economy. I am a cradle Catholic, and the Catholic faith is taken very
seriously in my family. I attended Catholic school in Nairobi and before coming to
Canada I had just finished a diploma in Counselling Psychology at Mt. Kenya University.
I moved to Canada in the fall of 2018. Before joining seminary I worked in a seniors
home as a Caregiver. My hobbies include, hiking, road trips, tobogganing,
snowboarding, biking and photography. I look forward to meeting you, and serving you.

Christmas Social General Meeting

There will be a video general meeting on December 15 at 7 pm. December
15 is the date on which the Christmas Social would have been held, so we
will have a Christmas Social General Meeting instead. Bring your drink and
your cake to the "meeting" and we will party online. You will receive the log
in details a few days before the meeting.

CWL Christmas Charity
Covid 19 has put a stop to a number of events, such as our annual
Christmas Social. We always have fun at the Christmas Social but this
year it is just not meant to be. This is also the time when CWL sponsors
a charity, and this year will be no different. The 2020 charity is Marian
Centre. Marian Centre provides a service in the inner city for men.
They have indicated that they are in need of the following items :
* Gloves
* Long johns - small and medium
* Sweatpants - small and medium
* Heat pads (for in gloves)
* Men's underwear (new): small and medium
* Men's winter coats (clean and in good condition) - small, medium,
large
* Tim Hortons gift cards ($15)
Due to the pandemic, please do not go out shopping speciIically for one
or two of these items. Check around the house, you may have a couple
of items (new or slightly used) ready to donate. Items can be dropped
off in a box at the church marked Marian Centre, you can’t miss it. A
second drop off site is Connie McBrides (137 Dunluce Rd). Just drop
and knock. Deadline to drop off is December 18.
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Of Money & Optimism...
Thank You!
to all who offered input regarding a special donation to the parish, in response to
the recent CWL email. The replies received indicated a resounding YES! The
$5000 cheque has since been given to the parish and was greatly appreciated. So a
sincere thanks to our members who are all an integral part of our St. Charles CWL.
Budgeted Donations...
have also been sent out to many recipients including: Lurana Shelter, Edmonton
Prolife, Newman College & St. Joseph Seminary, The Wilberforce Project (Alberta
Prolife), Catholic Missions In Canada, Catholic Near East Welfare Assoc., Coady
International Institute, Alberta Life Issues Educational Society (Back Porch), Sign
of Hope, St. Benedict Chapel, and the Refugee Bag project, for a total of $1385.00.
As well, our usual donation for Christmas flowers and copying has been given to
our parish, and our annual Christmas gifts to our seminarian and our parish
workers will be given shortly.
Optimism abounds...
although our income is vastly curtailed right now, we are a people of Hope. We are
optimistic that 2021 will improve on many fronts, including our usual fundraising
activities. Our income is low, but so are our expenses. For now, it appears that our
bank balance allows for the limited financial activity that we are experiencing – the
budget for 2021, though, will certainly look a bit different!

A prayer in this time of challenge
God of love, we turn to you with prayerful hearts and with conIidence in your
loving presence among us now and in every moment of our lives. We stand
before you as a people of hope, trusting in your care and protection. May we
be comforted by your love in these anxious times.
Generous and Merciful God, Iill us with compassion and concern for others,
young and old; that we may look after each other in these challenging times,
especially those among us who are vulnerable.
Healing God, bring healing to those who are sick with the Coronavirus and be
with their families and neighbours. We pray especially for those who are
isolated, that they may know your love. Stay by our side in this time of
uncertainty and sorrow.
God of Strength, accompany all those who serve us with such love and
generosity in the medical profession and in all our healthcare facilities. We
give thanks for their continued work in the service of people. We ask you to
bless them, strengthen them and guide them with your abundant goodness.
God of Wisdom, we ask you to guide the leaders in healthcare and
governance; that they may make the right decisions for the wellbeing of
people.
O God of creation and God of life, we place ourselves and our world in your
protection and love. May your peace be with us and enfold us today, tomorrow
and during the time ahead.
We make our prayer through the intercession of Mary our Mother. AMEN
(From: Larry Duffy, Bishop of Clogher, County Tryone, Northern Ireland)

ST. CHARLES CWL PRAYER LIST
November 2020
Please pray for our CWL members
and our council
For those who are sick and all who look after them:
Georgie Alexander (sister of Kathy Martel)
Mary Ziska
Aida Toledo
Larry Belanger (husband of Norma Belanger)
Rollande Paquette
Faye Tkachuk
Jacqueline Cuerrier
Marlene Schmidt
Rose Potter
Margaret Gartner (sister of Rose Potter)
Marie Phillips
Theresa Logan

For those who have died and all who mourn them:
Fanny Castillo

Contact: Janice Albiston at jalbiston@shaw.ca 780-569-1119

